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AFTER LOGGING 

Install waterbars on approaches to  
stream crossings.

Seed and mulch.

•	 Seeding and mulching exposed soil is a 
cost-effective measure to help ensure 
protection of water resources!

STEP
10
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MAINTENANCE AND STORAGE

Clean all mud from bridge panels.

Store off the ground and sticker between 
panels to allow for air flow.

Tighten hex nuts.

•	 This is especially important during the 
first year of a new bridge as the wood 
will shrink as it dries. 

When properly used and maintained, 
a portable skidder bridge has a life 
expectancy of 3-5 years.

STEP
11



The Natural Resources Conservation Districts rent portable 
skidder bridges to loggers. Bridges are staged at sawmills and 
log yards throughout Vermont for convenient pick up and return. 
Give your local Conservation District a call if you need a bridge 
for your next logging operation. You can find their contact 
information by going to: vacd.org/districts

For more information about Portable Skidder Bridges  
or the Forest Watershed Program: 
vtforest.com
802-828-1531

Photos on pages 6-8 courtesy of Greater Adirondack RC&D Inc. 
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BEST PRACTICES 	 FOR
	 USING

 Portable Skidder Bridges


